
A b s t r a c t
Th i s paper exam ines  the need  fo r  c iv ic educa t ion in N iger ia ,
a nd  d i s cu sse s  c i v i c  e duca t i o n as  a too l  fo r n a t i on  bu i ld i ng .
The  paper  a l s o h ig h l i g h ts  th e fa cto rs  th a t impede  e f fec t iv e
na t i on  bu i ld i ng  i n N ig e r i a , a s we l l  a s  th e need  fo r  c i v i c
t ra i n i n g a s a  means  o f ach ie v in g  na t i o na l  i n teg ra t i on  and
na t i on  bu i l d i n g i n N ig e r i a . The meth od s  and mate r ia l s tha t
could be used to teach some iden tif ied civ ic educa tion concep ts
w i th in and  ou ts ide the fo rma l schoo l sys tem such as the use
o f co l l ab ora t iv e and pa r t ic ip a to ry  app ro ache s in  the  tea ch in g
o f c iv ic concep ts in N iger ian schools , and the needs to create
fo rma l  and  non- fo rma l c iv i c a nd  le ade r sh i p t r a i n in g  fo rum
are some of the suggest ions ra ised in the paper .

I n t r o d u c t i o n
In th is 21s t  cen tur y one o f the impor tan t  goa ls o f gove rnmen ts and
non-governmenta l agenc ies (NGO) in deve loping coun t r ies is na t ion
bu ild ing . Th is is to c rea te a soc iety where there is uni t y , to le rance ,
hones ty , respec t  fo r  human d ign it y and pat r io t ism . To do th is ,  the re
is the need to incu lca te in the ci t izens those values and tra i t s o f
e f fec t ive c i t izenship . C iv ic educat ion is common ly emp loyed fo r
na t ion bu i ld ing . I t  is d i f f icu l t  to bui ld a na t ion when the na t ion
bu ilde rs ( the c i t izens ) a re no t man i fest ing the tra i t s o f good
c i t i z e n s h i p .
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Educa t ion is inc reas ing ly be ing seen as an impor tant  facto r
in na t ion bu ild ing (Nnaman i , 2001 ) . Educa t ion is a ve r i t ab le too l
fo r c i t izensh ip t r a ining . Educa t ion shou ld aim at p repar ing the young
fo r a matu re l i f e , ru led by reasons . Hence sub jec ts in the schoo l
shou ld concent ra te on tru th and jus t ice. Th is he lps to bu i ld in the
ch ild ,  r igh t  f r om an ear ly age ,  ded ica t ion and responsib le a t t i tude
towards work (Omotseye , 1999) . There fore ,  to p roduce good c i t izens
there is the need for the educat ional system to lay emphasis on civic
t r ain ing (Ogundare,  2000) .

In the light  of th is,  the na t iona l ob jec t ives wh ich se rve as the
founda t ion for  the ob jec t ives o f the N ige r ian Na t iona l Po l icy on
Educa t ion a re: ( i ) To bu i ld a f ree and democra t ic socie ty ; ( i i ) To
bui ld a jus t  and egal i ta r ian soc iety ; ( i i i )  To bu i ld a un ited and se lf -
re lian t na t ion ;  ( iv)  To bui ld a great and dynamic economy;  (v)  To
bu ild a land o f b r igh t  and ful l  oppo r tun i t ies fo r  a l l  ci t izens .

Comment ing on the na t iona l ob jec t ives ,  E rezewe ( 1999)
pointed out that to achieve the f irst object ive ( i.e. to build a free and
democra t ic soc ie ty )  w il l  r equ i re a t ra in ing on democra t ic e t ique t tes ,
r espec t  fo r  othe rs. A lso to a t ta in a jus t  and ega l i ta r ian soc ie ty ,  the
t rain ing o f the c it izens shou ld make them to rea l ise tha t a l l  a re
equa l ir r espec t ive o f language ,  cu lture o r  loca li t y o f or igin . Genera lly
these objec t ive ,  fr om where ou r  na t iona l ph i losophy fo r  educa t ion
and o ther  aspec ts o f l if e a re a der ived ,  c lea r ly a im a t mak ing the
indiv idual a good and e f fec t ive c i t izen of the coun tr y .

The c reat ion o f a c iv i l soc ie ty is a grea t  task tha t  requ ires
effect ive civic training. Falade (2001) observed that, to a large extent,
lack o f the requ i red c it izensh ip t r a i t s in the l ife o f the N ige r ian
c i t izens has d irec t ly or  ind i r ec t ly been respons ib le for  some to think
o f d is t in teg ra t ion,  d isun i t y and con fl ic t s in the coun t r y. Na t ion
bui ld ing is no t jus t  a fo rm o f i tem tha t can be bo r rowed o r bought .
No fo rm o f nat ion bu i ld ing is known to have come abou t w i thou t
the con tr ibu t ion o f the c i t izens o f tha t  na t ion (Mbama lu,  2001 ) .

Contempora ry even ts and p rob lems in N iger ia and o the r  par t s
o f the wor ld ca l l fo r  na t ion bu ild ing so as to c reate a c iv i l soc ie ty
where the re is un i ty . This can be accomp l ished by p repar ing the
younger  genera t ion fo r  ef fec t ive ci t izensh ip th rough our  schoo l
p rog rammes . The objec t ive o f th is paper  is to address the need fo r



Civ ic Education for Nation Bui lding in Nigeria        17

c ivic educa t ion as a means of p romot ing na t ion bui ld ing in N ige r ia .
The paper  a lso intends to high l igh t  the info rmal approaches tha t
cou ld be used to teach c ivic educat ion concepts in the 9-years Basic
Educa t ion Curr icu lum .

T he  C ha l l e n ge  o f  N a t i o n  B u i l d i n g  i n  N i g e r i a
The te rm Na t ion Bui ld ing has been in te rp reted in va r ious ways . In
th is paper ,  na t ion bu i ld ing is seen as a l l  ef fo r t s made towards
na t iona l in teg ra t ion ,  cohes ion and na t iona l un i t y . Accord ing to
Akorede ( 1997) ,  nat ion bu i ld ing invo lves the a rduous task o f
b r ing ing togethe r  in to a harmon ious pol i t i ca l uni t  the d ive rse sub
na t ions w i th in that  po li t i cal un it .  Na t ion bu i ld ing is a p rocess o f
in teg ra t ing d ive rse autonomous po l i t i ca l en t i t ies w i th in a sta te . I t
is  a p rocess whereby the va r ious po l i t i ca l en t i t ies tr ans fe r  the i r
loya l t y and commitmen t f r om t r iba l o r v i l lage commun i t y g roup to
the la rge r  nat ion un i t  (A jay i,  1995) .

N ige r ia as a na t ion emerged f rom d iverse soc io-cu l tura l en t i t ies .
In 1914, the var ied societ ies north and south of the lat itude of Lokoja
were dec lared by the Br i t ish gove rnment to be members o f a s ing le
state ca lled Niger ia. Since then, va r ious effor t s have been under taken
to in tegra te the dive rse po li t i cal en t i t ies to ensu re na t iona l cohesion
and un i ty . Some o f the e f fo r t s tha t  have been made towards na t ion
bu ild ing in Nige r ia a re: the use o f the na t iona l symbo ls ; the
o rgan izat ion o f Nat ional Spor t s Fes t ival ;  the teach ing o f the three
ma jo r  languages in schoo ls ; the int r oduc t ion o f Na t iona l You th
Serv ice Corps (NYSC) ; and the Pol icy o f Federal Charac ter .

N iger ia as it is today,  cannot be said to have had a sa t isfacto ry
na t ion bu i ld ing process . This is ev iden t by the e thn ic po la r iza t ion ,
tens ion and hos t i l i t y  in the coun t r y . Many N iger ians a re loya l to
their ethnic groups at the expense of the good of the nat ion. Klieberg
and Zaval lon i c i ted in Okam, (200l)  revea led that  in N ige r ia the re
p reva i ls a low leve l o f na t iona l iden t i t y amongst many o f he r
inhab i tan ts inc luding students . In the compara t ive s tudy conducted
by  K l ineberg and Zava llon i amongs t s tuden ts in A f r ican coun t r ies ,
they d iscovered tha t  ethn ic ident i t y is highe r ,  ra the r  than na t iona l
iden t i t y amongs t N ige r ian s tuden ts than o the r  s tuden ts (Okam,
2001 ) . The recen t emergence o f ethn ic m i l it ias l ike Oodua Peoples
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Congress (OPC), the Arewa Peoples Congress (APC), the Egbesu Boys
and the m i l i tan ts in the N ige r  Del ta fur the r revea ls the p rob lem o f
na t ion bu i ld ing in N iger ia . A jay i ( 1995) poin ted ou t tha t  a na t ion
canno t be sa id to have exper ienced a sat is fac to r y p rocess of na t ion
bu ild ing i f  it  canno t command the loya l t y o f i ts c i t izen f rom the
en t i r e sma l ler  un it .  O the r  prob lems of na t ion bu i ld ing in N iger ia
include leadersh ip,  low level o f  c iv ic respons ib il i t y  and po l i t ica l
apathy . E regha ,  Ewhro and Isi toah (2001)  a rgued tha t  po l i t ica l
apathy is a consequen t o f bad leadersh ip ,  abuse o f human r ights ,
domina t ion o f government by few despo ts,  that  assumed power by
coups o r r igged e lec t ions and ru le the s ta te in the i r  own in te res t .
Th is in turn leads to economic backwardness,  pover ty,  mass il l i te racy,
in t im idat ion , assass inat ion , tens ion and con f l ic t .  Cer ta in ly ,  the
g rea tes t danger  f rom which Nige r ia suf fe r s a t  the p resen t t ime is
the absence o f any v iv id sense o f ci t izensh ip on the part  o f a large
p ropo r t ion o f he r  inhabi tan ts . The ave rage N iger ian does no t have
that  inst inct ive sense o f soc ia l cohes ion,  wh ich p reva i ls in ce r ta in
na t ion-sta tes o f the wor ld such as Eng land ,  F rance,  and Germany
(Okam,  2001 ) .

Moreove r ,  no t  much emphasis is p laced on the teach ing o f c ivic
va lues in the N ige r ia schools . Ins tead o f p roduc ing th ink ing and
ob jec t ive human beings , the educa t iona l sys tem produces many
fear fu l and uncr i t ica l c i t izen ry tha t a re a lso se l f ish and indi f fe ren t
to pub l ic a f fa i r s (Be l lo Imam and Obadan ,  2004). Th is ca lls for  a
c r it i ca l examina t ion o f the school cu rr icu lum .

T he  N eed  f o r  C i v i c  T r a i n i n g  i n  N i g e r i a
C ivic refers to the cit izen or people liv ing in a place. C it izenship does
no t on ly mean membersh ip o f a g iven s tate ,  bu t  i t  a lso connotes
that such a ci t izen o r member is ves ted with some r igh ts and dut ies.
Two ca tego r ies o f c i t izens can be found in eve ry socie ty : The bad
and the good c i t izen (Fa lade,2008) . McLendon ( 1982) c i ted in
Ogundare (2000) exp la ined tha t  a good c i t izen is a person who
does not just vo te bu t conside rs that ac t ion as a se r ious matter  and
casts h is ba llo t  thought fu l ly : who does not abuse the f reedoms he
has,  no r in te r fe res w ith the r igh ts o f o the rs . A good c it izen is law
abiding ,  loya l to the na t ion,  he par t ic ipates and con tr ibutes pos it ively
to the p rogress o f the po l i t ica l sys tem.
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The bu i ld ing o f a c iv i l soc ie ty requ i res e ffec t ive c iv ic tr a in ing .
C ivic t raining is a p rog ramme that teaches about the poli t ical system.
It lays emphasis on the r ights, dut ies and obligat ions of every member
o f a po li t i cal sys tem. The pu rpose o f c iv ic t r ain ing is to deve lop in
the lea rne r  those va lues and sk i l l s  that  w i l l  make them respons ib le
c it izens . C iv ic educa t ion a ims at deve lop ing in the c i t izens the sp i r i t
o f  e f fect ive c i t izensh ip and loyal t y to the na t ion .

The present state o f our nat ion cal ls for  conscious and concer ted
e f fo r t  towards the cu l t iva t ion o f a c iv i l  soc ie ty . The increas ing leve l
o f  law lessness and undemocra t ic p ract ices const i t u te se r ious se tback
to the at ta inmen t and sus ta inab i l i t y o f democrat ic cu l tu re in N ige r ia .
Some N iger ians have li t t le or  no concern for  the civ il  society. There
is neglect of civi l duties by some of the cit izens. Some Nigeria citizens
demons t ra tes in tole rance and d isrespec t  to the ru le o f law . Ak in jide
(2006) repo r ted a wor ld bank f inding tha t  N ige r ia scored less than
5% in a sca le that  dete rm ined the ex tent  to which the c i t izen ab ide
by the rule of law.

Publ ic of f ice rs and po l it i ca l leaders in N iger ia a re : be o f
co rrup t ion ,  d is rega rd to pub l ic op inion ,  se l f ishness e tc. Our po lice
and o ther  law en for cemen t agen ts p ract ice ex t ra jud ic ia l k i l l ing ,
ex to r t ion ,  b r ibe ry and den ia l o f  human r igh ts . There a re some bas ic
va lues of c ivic responsib i l i t ies tha t  a re no t d isp layed among
N iger ians. Some of these values a re pa t r iot ism , obedience,  to le rance ,
hones ty , moral i t y and disc ipl ine . Ind isc ip l ine and in to le rance have
caused a lo t  o f  soc io-economic and rel ig ious p rob lems in N ige r ia .
For  ins tance,  in 2004 i t  was repo r ted tha t  in the House o f Senate
Sena to r  Isah Mohammed slapped sena to r  An isulowo fo r  al leged ly
w i thd raw ing N1 .2 m i l l ion f rom a committee ’s accoun t w ithou t  the
consen t o f o the r  members o f the commit tee (The Guard ian,  2004) .

Mansaray and Adeyemi (2002) s ta ted tha t  g loba l issues in the
pas t  few decades have brough t in to sha rp focus the c r i t i cal ques t ion
o f how to ensu re a sus ta inable fu tu re fo r  humank ind . Prom inen t
among these issues a re the con t inuing den ia l o f  t rue democracy ,
violat ions o f human r ights and the r ise of e th ic and re lig ious conf l ict
and v io lence . Ogundare (2000) poin ted ou t tha t  some spec if ic
c i t izensh ip respons ib i l i t ies have been abandoned by N ige r ian po l i t ica l
leaders wh i le the fo l lowers have a lso th rown mos t o f the ir  socia l
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respons ib il i t ies to the swine . He fu r the r argued tha t the abandonmen t
o f the sacred c i t izensh ip respons ib i l i t ies by ou r  leader and the
fo llower a re respons ible for  the spa te o f economic and po l i t ica l i l l s
in the na t ion .

C ivic t ra in ing has become fundamenta l mach inery for  na t ion
bu ild ing and the c rea t ion of a civ i l soc ie ty in va r ious pa r ts o f the
wor ld . There is the need to consc ious ly and care fu lly deve lop in the
cit izens those values and skil ls that w i l l enable them to have concern
fo r pub lic l if e . There is the need for  the c i t izens to par t ic ipa te and
cont r ibute pos i t ive ly to the po li t i cal p rocess . Acco rd ing to Omotseye
( 1 9 9 9 )

...  There are ce rtain fundamen tal att i tudes expected of all
in  soc iety . These inc lude t ru th ,  respec t  for  pe rsons and
feeling of fraternity for others as persons ...
Every individual ought to imbibe r ight att itudes and beliefs.
So as to conform whit societal norm (P. 68).

Mean s  o f  A c h i e v i n g  E f f e c t i v e  C i v i c  T r a i n i n g
A success fu l p rocess of na t ion bu i ld ing requ i res e ffec t ive c iv ic
t r ain ing. There is an urgen t need fo r  the deve lopmen t o f good
c i t izensh ip in N ige r ia . Th is can be a t ta ined th rough the forma l and
non- fo rma l civ ic educat ion p rogramme. The tab les below show
the methods and mate r ials tha t  can be used to teach some c iv ic
educa t ion concep ts th rough forma l and non- fo rma l p rog ramme.
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I t  cou ld be seen from the tab les above tha t  the re i t  is poss ib le to
adop t e ffec t ive info rmal means of c ivic t ra in ing and fo rma l means
in N ige r ia schoo ls . T ra in ing fo r e f fec t ive c i t izensh ip shou ld no t be
rest r ic ted to the fo rma l schoo l cu rr icu lum . In fo rmal schoo l
p rog rammes such as schoo l club ac t iv it ies a re importan t  means o f
incu lca t ing in the c i t izens those a t t i t udes  and ski l l s  fo r  ef fec t ive
c i t izensh ip (Fa lade ,  2006) . Co l labo ra t ive and part ic ipa to r y methods
shou ld be adop ted in the teach ing o f c iv ic concep ts in Nige r ians
schoo ls . S ince c ivic t ra in ing is mean t to help the s tuden ts to have
na t iona l consc iousness and acqu i re the t ra it s o f good c i t izenship ,
they shou ld be encou raged to fo rm c ivic c lubs in the schoo l . Th is
could be made part  o f  the schoo l s t r uc tu re as an info rmal way o f
g iving the you ths oppor tun it y to se rve the commun i ty . I t w i l l  enab le
them to work toge the r  w ith o the rs in ach iev ing common goa ls and
acqu i re the inhe rent  va lues o f c iv ic respons ibi l i t ies .

Again the e f fec t ive t ra in ing o f soc ia l s tud ies teachers is
pa ramount fo r c ivic t ra in ing in N ige r ia . Soc ia l s tud ies t ra ining
p rog rammes in ou r  co l leges of educa t ion and o ther  teacher  t r a ining
ins t i t ut ions should be des igned to enab le s tuden t teachers to acqu ire
necessa ry ski l l s  tha t  can he lp them to p romote c iv ic t r ain ing a t  the
e lemen tary schoo ls . Teacher t r a ine rs in Nige r ian h ighe r  ins t i t u t ions
shou ld endeavor  to adopt ch i ld -cente red methods so as to equ ip the
s tuden t teachers w ith the inhe ren t va lues in such methods .

A lso c ivic and leadersh ip t r ain ing p rog rammes shou ld no t be
l imi ted to the ch i ld ren and you th . The governmen t shou ld c rea te
more c ivic and leadership t ra in ing fo r a Non-Governmen ta l Agencies
shou ld be invo lved in c iv ic and leadersh ip t r a in ing pa r t icu lar ly
ou ts ide the school system. There is the need fo r s table civic t raining
p rog ramme fo r people in va r ious segmen ts of the commun i t y. Publ ic
o ff ice ho lders , members of the secu r i ty and armed fo rces ,  pol it ic ians ,
c ivi l  servan ts and o ther  members of N ige r ian soc ie ty shou ld be
educa ted th rough in forma l c iv ic educa t ion p rog ramme.

C o n c l u s i o n
This paper revealed the need for  civic training as a way of achiev ing
na t ion bu i ld ing in N ige r ia . C iv ic tr a in ing is pa ramoun t fo r
e rad ica t ing the low level of  civ ic respons ib i l i t ies in N ige r ia. Th is w il l
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enab le the N ige r ian c i t izens to acqu i re c ivic values l ike honesty ,
to le rance ,  pat ience ,  disc ipl ine , coopera t ion ,  ha rd work e tc . The
mani fes ta t ion o f these c iv ic va lues is fundamen tal fo r bu i ld ing the
c iv il  soc ie ty .

I t  is also suggested in this paper  that  both formal and in fo rmal
c ivic educa t ion methods can be adop ted in N ige r ia as to equ ip the
lea rne rs and the en t i re ci t izenry w i th the necessa ry civ ic va lues and
t ra i ts . Th is is to enab le them to cont r ibu te pos it ive ly to the c rea t ion
of the civi l society.
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